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History of St.George’s R.C,
Church in Jeffersonville

Organization Begun by  German 
Immigrants Has Interesting 4 
Life A fter M eager Beginning— 
P riests Who Have Served the 
Church—A Collection of Oats 
fo r E arly  P riest's  Horse— 
F a th e r Delveaux’s Physical 
Prowess.

By Charles S. Hick5 
Town Historian.

The m ost complete record of early 
baptism s and m arriages for St. 
George’s R.C. church are found in
the  reg isters of St. M ary’s church 
a t Obernburg. These extend to 
1863. They were w ritten by the 
painstaking F a th e r Joseph Roesch, 
an  A ustrian priest, who came in 
th e  sum m er of 1854 to  serve Jeff
ersonville and Obernburg as pas
tor. F a th e r Roesch served Obern
burg until 1880, and is buried in the 
cem etery there. 'Over th is period 
of twenty-six years he kept his 
rec o rd s  w ith extrem e C9Te to in
clude every detail. Records pre
vious to  1854 were assembled from  
the  entries F a th e r John Ranfeisen 
had m ade a t Ellenville, 'but F ather 
Roesch’s contain m ore data. F a th e r 
Roesch always w rote down the 
birthplace of the fa ther and m oth
er, as well as the  present place of 
abode of each child baptized by 
him. These facts w ere also given 
fo r the parties he joined in m ar
riage. If  there had been any vary
ing from  the original spelling of a 
fam ily name, a  note by him  gave 
the  proper spelling These records 
would be valuable to a genealogist. 
The following is w ritten  on the fly 
leaf in the fron t of the baptism al 
reg is te r:

“Very* Reverend John Raffeiner, 
Vicar General fo r the Germans. 
Rev. John Ranfeisen, m issionary 
fo r these regions, dwelling in the 
city of Ellenville, U lster County, 
New York.” The appointm ent of 
F a th e r John Raffieiner by the arch
bishop as vicar general for the 
Germans was deemed necessary to 
provide wisely fo r the religious 
needs of Germans who were a r
riving in N ew  York in large num 
bers, due to  in ternal unrest in the 
Germ an sta tes in Europe. No rec
ord exists to  show th a t Vicar Gen
era l John Raffeiner ever visited 
Callicoon. Since early  records list 
th is section as one w here the Ger
m an Catholics settled it  m ay 'b e  
supposed th a t he  did. No com
m unity in the archdiocese of New 
York city had a  g reater congestion 
of Germ an Catholics.

The extent of the  territo ry  served 
by the  first Catholic church on the 
hill of necessity spread out over 
th is section w herever Catholics had 
settled. W e find Killians, W einmans 
and Hom ers north  of Youngsville, 
and  stijl la te r Buchman, Menges, 
M artine, Ellm auer, Quinn, Eagin, 
Keough, Fitzgerald and McGraw. 
At Sand Pond were Biffar, Schloe- 
m er, K ram er and Tempel. A t P u r
vis (near where Livingston Manor 
now is) lived Philip Schmidt and 
other Germans nam ed Killian, 
Huseh and Blum. Schmindt’s 
grandson is Monsignor Charles E. 
Fitzgerald, now of New Rochelle. 
In  Bethel w ere Haiss, B randt and 
Backes, and la te r the O’Mearas. In  
Pike Pond and Fosterdale were 
Busch, Theiss, Grouten, Ulrich, De- 
m ar, Heidt, and la te r Carey, Tor- 
mey, Fitzpatrick, Keegan, SuUivan 
and Dailey. In  Callicoon Center 
w ere two Klein families, H artm ann, 
Koellstadt, Junele, and near N orth 
Branch lived Behringer, Stenger, 
Heichlinger and Schonger.

A viUage came into existence in 
th e  valley below the church and 
w as nam ed Jeffersonville. The 
tannery  attracted  m any who w ork
ed in or around it. Large num bers 
of these w ere Catholics. Among 
these w ere ScheideU, Erdm ann, 
Christ, Schuhman, W agner, Schae
fe r  and Hick, and a  large group of 
Irish—Shanly, CoUins, Foley, Law
less, Scott, King, Gilleran, Kilroy, 
Cartey, McDermott, Dudgeon and 
Sheridan. I t  now seemed th a t the 
church should he in  the village, and 
Frederick Scheidell contributed a 
p a r t  of his fa rm  fo r a  new site fo r 
th e  church. The deal fo r th is site 
is dated 1859, b u t a  tombstone on 
i t  bears a  date of 1856, which would 
indicate th a t i t  was in use as early 
as 1856 as a  burying ground. D ur
in g  1860 th e  new  church was erect
ed. I  have been told th a t the  lum 
ber in th e  old building w as used in 
the construction of the  new. I t

stood w here the present building 
stands today. A dug w ay road was 
constructed along the steep sidehill 
to the location of the church. On 
both sides of this and in fro n t of 
the new church Jacob Bardenstein 
planted sm all native pine trees. 
N early all of these were killed by 
horses tied to them. Three of them, 
near the  church, grew  to be tall, 
tow ering pine trees, and until they 
w ere cut down in 1912 were an im 
pressive sight w ith the white 
church spire pointing skyward 
among them..

In  1860, w ith a  new building 
overlooking the new village of Jeff
ersonville, St. George’s church en
tered upon a distinct’s epodh. I t  had 
ceased to be composed of Germans 
but had come to have among its 
members a great m any Irish. A 
local agreem ent came into exis
tence whereby the church was to 
have five trustees—two Irish, three 
German. Another practice I  have 
heard  of nowhere else came into 
I being. F a ther Roesch lived a t 
Obernburg and had no horse. On 
the Sunday he was to be a t Jeff
ersonville some one from  Jefferson
ville drove td Obernburg to  bring 
h im 'a n d  re tu rn  him. The parish
ioners took tu rns a t this duty. Some 
members had no horse and wagon. 
My grandfather Hick was among 
this num ber. . He had broken his 
cow to the  yoke and did his farm  
w ork w ith her. A t a  m eeting of 
the mem bers it  wasi agreed th a t a 
better and more equitable way was 
t o ’ arrange to  buy th e  priest a 
horse and provide’ him  w ith oats 
to  feed it. This came into exis
tence by one of the strangest of 
church collections an oats col
lection. Each fam ily agreed to 
raise an ex tra  bag of oats, which 
was delivered' a fte r the harvest. 
This oats collection existed down to 
my tim e and I ’m sure m any will 
rem em ber it. I  rem em ber driving 
aw ay from  home with the fam ily 
contribution of oats in the fall of 
1899. The sack slipped off the back 
of the buekboard and I, a  lad of 
twelve, had a  difficult job to reload 
it. #

Difficulties and hardships th a t in
volved upon the Catholic im m igrant 
of a  hundred years ago can hardly 
be understood and not likely ap
preciated by his great-grandchildren 
of today. Automobiles, good roads 
and telephones m ake tim e and dis
tance trifles today in comparison. 
No bells announced Sunday. W hen 
a  priest finally began to  visit the 
settlem ent m ass was said “every 
other m onth or infrequently.” No
tices in the local paper I have state  
th a t even in 1890 there was m ass 
on the th ird  Sunday of the month. 
The infrequency of m ass did not 
prom ote the  habit of going to 
churcll. A t least th ree Sundays 
each m onth there was no m ass to 
attend. The im m igrants themselves 
had a  background! of religious 
teaching and Catholic atm osphere 
brought w ith them  from  the land 
of their birth. Their children and 
grandchildren grew up in a  fa r  
different environment. Oftentimes 
the parents failed to realize this. 
In  the ir own lives in Europe the 
teachings and practices of the 
church were constantly im pressed 
on them. In  the ir new home in 
America this was not true, and the 
home needed to  supply w hat the 
children now lacked, of old country 
environment. N ot all parents are 
com petent teachers, however good 
the ir intention. In  spite of. all 
these handicaps, m any parents did 
a  good job of ingraining the ir re 
ligion into the ir children. The 
German Catholic came from  a  
homeland in Europe w here the 
church had been sta te  supported 
and he had no t needed to  contribute, 
to  the support of the church. In  
America he needed to  support his 
church by contribution from  his 
m eagre income. On the  contrary, 
the Irishm an had in his European 
home been compelled to  foster his 
clergy and church under obstacles 
provided by the state .

Callicoon has always been fairly  
free of prejudices against Catholics 
and the ir religion. I t  has existed, 
bu t in comparison to m any other 
places i t  can be said to  have been 
negligable.

One m ass a  m onth brought the 
w orshippers to the church w here 
they w aited often fo r the  priest to 
arrive. This has been related to 
m e often by old persons. . My 
grandfather Hick, I  am  told, would 
lead the people in saying the  ros-

Rev. Ignatius Delveaux.

ary  during the waiting. Sometimes, 
a fte r a  long wait, the priest failed 
to appear, possibly because he was 
ill. Today a  telephone call would 
have corrected this.

The fa s t from  m idnight fo r those 
who desired to receive holy com-
munion was often a  severe strain. 
They were all early risers, and 
breakfast was a big meal for them. 
Often they needed to walk as m any 
as ten  miles to reach the church. 
I t  m eant a fa s t until noon for 
many, and unless they brought 
som ething to  eat w ith them  (which 
they usually did) some w ere sick 
before they reached * home. No 
blame rested on the priest. F a ther 
Roesch’s te rrito ry  was so immense 
and his charges so scattered—from  
Beaverkill on the  north  to  N ar
row sburg on the south; from  Lib
erty  on the east to French Woods 
on the w est—it is a  wonder he ever 
found tim e and streng th  to  care 
fo r them  as ably and as well as he 
did. His records show th a t he 
baptized from  seventy to a  hundred 
babies each year, and perfbrm ed 
m arriages accordingly. Travel was 
difficult, roads poor; yet he needed 
to cover the entire area going on 
sick calls. He found tim e for re 
ligious instruction of the children, 
and his records show the nam es of 
adult converts he received into the 
church. To instruct these made ad
ditional demands on his time. W ith 
these duties it  seems quite impos
sible to  see how he could have used 
his tim e to better advantage.

St. George’s church, w ith its new 
building, became the mission 
church w ith the  g reatest num ber o f 
members. Tanneries a t Jefferson
ville, Youngsville, P ike Pond and 
Thum anyille were busy enterprises 
and additional settlers had come to  
these areas. The Catholics among 
these had swollen the lists a t St. 
George’s, which was the Catholic 
church fo r all these places. In  1863 
Archbishop McCloskey (later a  
cardinal) established a  pastor a t 
Jeffersonville and  made him  the 
head of th ree additional missions— 
Ellenville, Woodbourne, and U lster 
Heights (then called Drowned 
Lands). This new pasto r’s name4 
was George J. Vaith. The census 
of 1865 showed him living a t the 
home of John Schaefer, grandfath
er of Wm. L. Huff, our form er m ay
or. A house and lot fronting on 
the turnpike through the village 
was bought of Gutzell and became 
his rectory in which he lived and 
adm inistered the church mentioned 
above. June 22, 1865, m ust have 
been the banner day in his pas
torate, if not in the history  of St. 
George’s parish. On th a t day the 
archbishop visited the church, con
secrated the church edifice and con
firmed 105 persons.

F a th e r Vaith is rem em bered by 
some of the  oldest persons here 
and in the th ree  missions. Others 
have heard their parents or others 
speak of him. These recollections 
picture him  as a  kindly, pious and 
able m an whose only in terest was 
caring fo r his people. The build
ing he used as a  rectory was in 
1938 bought by Dr. Arch F reer and 
moved to a  new  location .to serve 
as a  laboratory and sm all animal 
hospital.

Clearwater, in his history of Ul
s te r county, recites th a t the Ger
m an Catholics in U lster county 
w ere served by Rev. George J. 
Vaith, a  Catholic priest, residing a t 
Jeffersonville, from  1863 through 
1868.

F a th e r V aith le ft St. George’s in 
1868 and F a th e r Roesch of Obern- 
burg  w as again  assigned to care  fo r 
the  parish  and  did so fo r a  few  
months, when he resigned his m is
sion here. St. George’s w as then 
served by F r. Jam es Nilan out of 
P o rt Jervis until 1871, and from  
1871 to  1875 by F a th e r F . Hoch-

spiel, a  m issionary out of New 
I York city, until F a th e r George 
iHuntm an came to Callicoon Depot 
jin 1875 as pastor of Holy Cross 
parish  there. F a th e r H untm an’s 
'trips to Jeffersonville w ere on 
j horseback. His horse also took 
him  to the Protectory th a t the 
'C hristian Brothers had established 
!in the hills between Youngsville 
jand Livingston Manor, there to say 
m ass fo r th a t community and the 

I boys in its charge. F ather Hunt- 
‘finan lived to an old age in New 
I York city, where he was pastor of 
| a city parish.
j F ather Ignatius Delveaux, s ta 
tioned  a t Obernburg, followed F a th 
er H untm an in 1879 as pastor of 
St. George’s. F ather Delveaux was 

I a  m an of exceptional accomplish- 
■ments. He ranks as one of the 
best preachers the parish has en- 
i joyed. In  h is 'd ay  the use of Eng
lish  sermons had begun and it is 
■said of him th a t he would preach 
!a sermon in German and follow it 
,by ohe in English. He knew French 
j equally well. He was much in ter
e s te d  in sports and athletics and 
possessed unusual strength  and 
skill. St. George’s church building 
had no spire when he came to take
charge, lie  planned lor a spire 
and arranged a bee to which he 

i invited the m any non-Catholics who 
come to be his friends. They came 
rail turned out and the work was 
j completed before the end of the

(Continued on page five.)
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M ethodist Churches.
Rev. William Harvey, D.D., Pastor.

FosterdaTe — Morning worship, 
9:30 a.m.; Sunday school, 10*30.

Jeffersonville — Sunday school, 
10 a.m.; morning, worship, 11.

Cochecton Center—Sunday school, 
2:30 p.m.; worship service, 3 p.m..

Kenoza Lake—S unday  school, 
10:30 a.m.; evening worship, 8.

Presbyterian  Churches.
Rev. Joseph Kovach

Jeffersonville—Sunday school, 10- 
11 a.m.; church service, 11-12 a.m.

Catechetical class forming. Names 
of all eligible children requested by 
pastor.

Youngsville—Church service 9-10 
a.m., Sunday school, 10-11 a.m.

Church supper Oct. 7; 5:30.

Dragon Fly Eggs Edible 
The eggs of the dragon fly are eat* 

en by the people of Mexico. Made 
into croquettes, the eggs are said to 
resemble shad roe in taste. Katy
dids, rolled in a tortilla, form an
other Mexican delicacy.

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

First Lutheran Church.
Dr. Fred Foerster, Pasfnr.

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity, 
October 10 ,-9 :30  a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:30 a.m., Divine serv ice .'

S i. G eorge’s  R . O. C hurch .

Rev. Leonard Perotti, Pastor.
Sunday . mass a t 10 a.m., and

8 a.m. Confessions before each 
mass.

F irs t Church of Christ, Scientist.
Liberty, N. Y.

Sunday—11 a.m., services; 12:15, 
Sunday school. 8:15 Wednesday 
evening. The reading room in the 
Sarles building is open from  3 to 
5 on Monday, Wednesday and Sat
urday.

A LB E R T  T . D EC K ER  
for 

District Attorney

Flag on Rhine 
When the U. S.- marines marched 

into Germany after World War I, 
Capt. Gaines Moseley raised the 
first American flag on the banks of 
the Rhine.

BABY CHICKS
WHITE LEGHORNS
BARRED ROCKS ;
N. H. REDS
ROCK-RED CROSS
RED-ROCK CROSS
We can furn ish  th e  above vari

eties in stra igh t chicks, pullets o r 
cockerels.

Place your order well in ad
vance so th a t we can reserve chicks 
for you.

I t  is not too early  to  place your 
order fo r next Spring’s Delivery, 
especially if you are  w anting early 
chicks.

O H LS
Poultry Yards & Hatchery 

Callicoon, N.Y. Phone 11

I N  W A R

AS IN PEACE
o

T T h E management of this 
bank is pledged to conserva
tive operation. The safety 
o f depositors' funds is o„ur 
primary consideration. In 
addition, the bank is a mem
ber of Federal Deposit Insur
ance Corporation,which in- 
tures each o f our depositors 
against loss to a maximum 
o f $5,000.

DEPOSITS
IN  THIS B A N K

ARE 
INSURED

The First National Bank
JEFFERSONVILLE, N. T.

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION


